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[No. 383

lina. The Federal Government is rendering free of charge that for which
this appropriation of $42,118.44 is sought.
The elimination of this item from the State Appropriations Bill in, no way
effects the orderly administration of the Unemployment Compensation Com-
mission, since the salaries of its members are paid by the Federal Government.
I cannot too strongly urge your support of this particular veto. (Sustained.)
UNDER SECTION FORTY-NINE
Highway Department
Item F.
I disprove of item "F" which reads as follows: "That the Highway De-
partment is hereby authorized to draw vouchers in its own favor for payments
or refunds or transfers and the Comptroller General is hereby directed to honor
all such vouchers."
No special concessions should be given the Highway Department in respect
to the drawing of vouchers for payments or refund or transfers. All other
departments of the State are required to submit such matters to the Budget
Commission and receive the approval or disapproval of its members. The High-
way Department should follow the same procedure all other departments of the
State are required to follow in this respect. To allow the Highway Depart-
ment unlimited authority in regard to transfers and refunds is to put this
particular state agency above all the statutory law where finances are con-
cerned. (Sustained.)
UNDER SECTION FORTY-NINE
Highway Department
Item G.
I disprove of Item "G" which reads as follows: "The State Highway De-
partment is hereby authorized to employ counsel and attorneys at a cost not
exceeding $10,000.00, the same to be paid from the State Highway Fund."
I veto this item on the grounds that the authority which it seeks to give to
the Highway Department in the employment of attorneys should be and is
vested in the Office of the Attorney General of the State. (Sustained.)
UNDER SECTION FORTY-NINE
Highway Department
Item L.
I disprove of Item "L" which reads as follows: "In order to provide an
increase in the compensation of the Members of the State Highway Patrol and
the number thereof, the Highway Safety Fund may be supplemented from the
State Highway Fund as much as may be necessary."
I veto this item on the grounds that its provisions give unlimited and un-
necessary authority to the Highway Department. Last year according to the
auditor's report there was spent for the Highway Patrol $182,497.18, which
exceeded the appropriation by $30,452.95. Think of it, $182,497.18 spent and
still the accidents on our highways increased. It is to be remembered that
under the law the only duties required of highway patrolmen are the enforce-
ment of traffic rules and regulations on the highway. For the last three ses-


